Bituminous Bits/Alabama Forge Council

Treadle Hammer

Lubricate all moving joints weekly or daily
under hard use.

Inspect welds for cracks and retighten all
bolts and nuts after the first month and on a
regular basis.

If you hear a rattling noise, first check the
wedge. When it loosens up, you can hear it. If
the wedge is tight and it still rattles, then
check for loose bolts and nuts or broken welds
or parts.

If your hammer behaves strangely, be careful
where you put your hands or other body
parts as you check to find the problem. The
crooked first joint of my left ring finger con-
tinually reminds me not to ever place it on the
anvil again.

Respect the power of this hammer.

Have a good hold on the crank before you
loosen the slider clamps. The slider will move
up (usually) when it gets loose.

Always have a tool or a hard plate in both the
hammer and anvil unless you are punching
through a hole over the hardy hole. If you
strike tools without a hard plate in the ham-
mer and anvil, the edges of the holes will be
rounded and upset. You will not be able to get
tools in or out of the holes.

Whenever possible, work with your stock or
tool on the center of the anvil. When you
work on the side or edge of the anvil, it puts a
twisting force on the hammer and linkage.
You can’t do everything in the middle but
when you can, use the center part of the anvil.
When you are using a struck tool near the
edge, the hammer can miss the head of the
tool completely or partially. If the hammer
hits the edge of the tool head, it can cause the
tool to kick out or twist.

Keep the tools vertical. If they are tilted much

they will be twisted fo one
side or fall over. This can
break tools, fingers and dam-
age your work.

Never put your fingers
through holes in wire handled
tools. If the tool kicks out or
twists, your fingers can be
broken. Fingers can be
pinched between tool and
stock if the tool tilts. These
precautions apply to use of
handled tool under power
hammers and the same pre-
cautions used with power
hammers should be used with the treadle
hammer.

Center Punching
One of the first things to be done when start-
ing some projects is to mark points for
fullering, punching holes, cutting or other
operations. This is easily done on the TH with
RAS 2 handled center punch.
Make a mark deep enough
to see under scale on hot
iron.

You will notice that a
hand is never used to hold
\ a tool directly under the
hammer. If you wish to
use a tool that does not
have a handle, then grip
the tool with vise-grips,
tongs or pliers. Then
make a tool with a
handle or weld a
handle to the tool.
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